THE LAKE PLACID HIGH SCHOOL BAND
2016-2017 MEMBER HANDBOOK

Dear Band Members,

Welcome back to my returning high school band members and welcome to the incoming Freshman! I am so excited to be your new band director this year and can’t wait to start playing and making music together. Many of you probably have a lot of questions about what will change and what will stay the same. The plan for the year is to continue to do what has been done in the past while still growing as musicians and as an ensemble. 

We will still march in the Halloween, Veterans Day, and Memorial Day parades along with several other performances such as graduation and The Winter Carnival. We will have two concerts this year and I will continue to work with the Jazz band after school. 

I can’t wait to learn and grow with my fellow musicians and see what this year has in store for us!
Attached please find the handbook for the 2016-2017 School Year.  Inside you’ll find our policies and our all-important calendar dates.  Please read carefully and have a parent sign the attached form.  Return it to me at the next rehearsal. 

Again, I cannot wait to start working with such talented musicians and to see what this year has in store. I am pleased so many people have made time in their schedules to be a part of band! Welcome to band and lets get started!
If you have any questions or concerns please contact me at ekukuvka@lpcsd.org
Sincerely,
Emileigh Kukuvka, Director
REHEARSALS:

The Band rehearses every other day.  This year, we rehearse on B and D days during 6th period.  Rehearsal time is at a premium and we will not waste time in rehearsal. Attendance is required and students are expected to be on time and prepared.
Your active participation in rehearsals is important in order to grow as a musician and as an ensemble. Students are expected to be on time with their music, instrument, and pencils and ready to warm-up and start playing. In order to have an efficient rehearsal, students need to bring all of their focus and energy to the classroom. You should have no gum or food during rehearsal. I expect band members to be respectful and attentive at all times in rehearsals.
If a student is being disrespectful and not an active participant in the classroom, they will be sent out of the room. If they are sent out of class four times, then the student will be asked to leave band.

**** At no time should a cell phone make an appearance during Band rehearsals.  Phones that are seen or heard during rehearsal will be confiscated by the Director.
LESSONS:

Students will receive one lesson a week. Attendance for lessons is mandatory. You will miss class in order to attend your lesson. The schedule rotates so that you are not missing the same class every week. Students are required to keep up with their class work while attending their lessons in order not to fall behind in their academic classes. 
It is the responsibility of each student to remind teachers that you will be absent from class on the day of your lesson and to ask for missed work. All missed work must be promptly completed.  Missed tests and quizzes should be made up during 10th period on the day of the test, or at another mutually convenient time.

Attendance Policy:

Students are expected to attend lessons. One make-up opportunity will be provided during each quarter.  If a student needs to miss a lesson then they need to tell the Director before their lesson time and schedule a make-up lesson as soon as possible. 
GRADING:

Band members are graded on participation, attendance, and performance in lessons, rehearsals, concerts, and other performances. Students will also be graded on knowledge of assigned music. Point distribution will be as follows:

QUARTERS 1 and 3:  No Concert Performances are scheduled.  Therefore, grading will be:



Weekly Rehearsal Grade:  40%



Lesson Attendance and Participation: 50%


Parade Attendance and Participation: 10%
QUARTERS 2 and 4:


Performance attendance and participation: 30%


Weekly Rehearsal grade: 30%


Lesson Attendance and Participation: 40%
The Weekly Rehearsal Grade:

Students will be given a weekly grade based on their readiness and participation in rehearsals.  Criteria are as follows:

Total Points: 10

Student is on time with instrument, pencil, and music ready to warm-up: 3 pts

Student is actively participating in the warm-ups and rehearsal: 4 pts

Student is respectful of those playing when director is not working with their section: 3 pts

Disruptive behavior, talking during warmups or rehearsal, tardiness, or not playing will result in a reduction of the rehearsal grade.  Repeat offenses within the rehearsal may result in a zero.  Skipping class will result in a zero.

Weekly Lesson Grade: 

Total Points: 5

Student is on time with all materials: 1 pt

Student is attentive and participates in lessons: 2 pts

Student shows improvement between lessons: 2 pts

Disruptive behavior in lessons, tardiness, or not playing will result in a reduction of the lesson grade. Skipping lessons will result in a zero. 
PERFORMANCES:

The Band is a performing ensemble.  Performances are required and graded.  Band members are strongly encouraged to write in performance dates in their phones and on the family calendar. 
Concerts: 

Band performances will be graded not only on attendance, but actual participation in the concert. There are two concerts a year along with other performances. Each concert will be videotaped, and individuals will be evaluated on effort, focus, and contribution to the performance. Any behavior that is in any way distracting or negative will result in a reduction of grade.  

Band members are required to be in attendance for the duration of the concert.  It is important that we support and learn from our peers in the Chorus. 
Parades and Other Performances: 

The band is fortunate enough to have many performing opportunities throughout the year. These include but are not limited to performing at the graduation at the end of the year, performing at the Winter Carnival, and marching in parades. These are performances that will be graded and are considered mandatory.
If a student must miss a performance then they must contact the Director as soon as they know they will miss a performance. Excused absences and unexcused absences follow the same guidelines as the concert attendance. 

We march in three parades for Halloween, Veterans Day, and Memorial Day. This is an opportunity for the band to exhibit what they can do to the brooder Lake Placid Community that doesn’t get a chance to come to the concerts. Again, these are also mandatory. 

Uniforms for Parades

Students must wear black pants and sneakers for the parades. If a student is wearing flip flops, heels, or shoes unsuited for marching, the Director reserves the right to send the student home and they will lose points on their grade. They will be given a windbreaker to wear on top that must go over any shirts, jackets, or sweatshirts. Guidelines for the Halloween Parade will be given out prior to the parade. 
Performance Absences:  

We are aware that emergencies sometimes prevent a student from attending a concert.  The policy regarding missed performances is as follows:

Absence from performances will result in a loss of 40% of the quarter grade unless the absence is excused by the director prior to the performance.  Excusable circumstances include:

Student illness, including absence from school and a note from a physician.  In the event of illness, you must report your absence to the Director prior to the concert.

Family Emergency:  Please notify the school or the Director as soon as possible.

Legal educational leave from school.  This does NOT include college visits, non-school sports events or family vacations that gain the legal absence status.

Examples of Unexcused Absence:

Family trips, Non-School Sports events, Appointments, Memory lapses, Event tickets, Transportation issues, Birthdays, Tanning Appointments, You get the idea!
MAKE-UP ASSIGNMENTS:

In the event that you are excused from a performance, you must make up the grade.  The make-up assignment will be a research paper on a musical topic mutually agreed upon by the Director and the student.  The paper will be no less than four typed, double-spaced pages in a font no larger than 14.  The research will include a minimum of three sources, with at least two non-internet based sources.  All sources must be cited according to District Information Use Policy.  The paper must be turned in within two weeks of the missed performance.  If the paper is excessively late or not completed, a failing grade will be given. 

 

CONCERT CONDUCT:

The Winter and Spring Concerts are formal performances where students must display thorough knowledge of performance procedure and etiquette.  We will proudly perform to the best of our collective abilities.  Any behavior onstage that distracts audience attention from the performance is inappropriate and forbidden.  Any student who participates in such behavior will be given a failing grade for the performance.  

No student will be allowed to perform in concert if the Director has any reason to believe that the student may be under the influence of alcohol or drugs.  Any student who appears to be under the influence will be removed from the performance, reported to school authorities who may request testing, disciplined according to school policy, and awarded a failing grade for the performance.

DRESS REHEARSALS:

Knowledge of music and proper performance behavior will be demonstrated prior to the concert in dress rehearsals.  Any student who fails to behave appropriately onstage during dress rehearsals may be removed from the performance and given a failing grade.  Intentional absence from the dress rehearsal will result in removal from the concert performance.  Excessive absences from rehearsals in the weeks preceding a concert will result in removal from the concert performance.

CONCERT ATTIRE:

You will be fitted for a school-owned gown or tuxedo for your use as a member of the Band. Band concert attire adds a wonderful professional and formal appearance to our performances. We are fortunate to be able to provide our performers with formal wear.

Returning members must pick up their gowns and tuxedos by the end of October. Please try on all parts of your concert outfit. Do not take for granted that last year’s clothing still fits!  New members will be fitted in October.

Even beautiful attire can look sloppy if worn incorrectly. Please follow our performance dress code carefully:

WOMEN:

Our gowns can be machine washed on gentle cycle with cold water.  They may be tumble dried on a low heat setting.  Even so, I recommend that you launder the gowns only when needed.

Please Wear:  
Black Dress Shoes (sensible heels are recommended)



Black stockings: This makes feet less noticeable


          
No jewelry except small post earrings for pierced ears.



Hair neatly pulled back and off of the face



Light makeup if desired

MEN: 

Tuxedos must be professionally pressed except for the shirt, which can be laundered and ironed at home.  Shirts must be laundered following each performance.  They must be freshly pressed for each performance.  Ties and cummerbunds must be in place and neat.  Hair must be neatly combed and out of the eyes.

Please wear:  BLACK DRESS SHOES and BLACK SOCKS

ALL BAND MEMBERS:

1.  All uniforms must be returned within two weeks after the final concert of the year.  Gowns must be washed and returned on a hanger, with the student’s name written on the tag.  Tuxedos will be left at school following the Spring Concert and will be professionally cleaned.
2.  Uniforms are to be worn for performances only.  Tuxedos do not double as prom or marching band attire.

3.  No eating, chewing gum or drinking (except water) in Band Formalwear.  If you go out after a concert, please change clothes first.

4.  When you wear your uniform, you represent the Band and Lake Placid Music, and your language and behavior should be appropriate at all times.

5.  The only alteration allowed on Band Formalwear is a hem.  If your attire does not fit properly, please let the Director know. Please do NOT use hem tape as it ruins the fabric.  Hem with needle and thread only.
6.  Gowns and Tuxedos should be hung carefully and put away after performances.   We do not intend for your formal wear to live on the floor of your closet.

LOSS or DAMAGE:

Ordinary wear and tear on gowns and tuxedos is expected, and repairs will be made by the department.   If your tuxedo or gown is damaged due to neglect, or lost while in your possession, you will be held responsible for replacement cost.   Dress replacement cost is $75.00.  Tuxedo Replacement cost is $110.00.
FINALLY……

Attached you will find two documents.  The first is a 2016-2017 Calendar of Band Performances.  Please mark your family calendars and mark them in your phone.  Please note that performance opportunities often arise during the school year, and will be added accordingly.  We will give as much notice as possible in advance of added performances.

The second document is the Band Agreement.  Please sign the student portion of the agreement and have a parent or guardian sign the parent portion.  Please return your signed agreement to me no later than Friday, September 23.
2015-2016 BAND CALENDAR
September 19:  Elementary instrument handout, LPES 6:30 *optional*
October:  All-County Nominations Due
October 31: Halloween parade down Main Street 

November 11: Veterans Day Parade, Main Street 11:00 am
November 18-19:  Area-All-State Festival in Chazy (by audition only)
December 14: High School Winter Concert 7:00 pm 
January: Start selecting NYSSMA Solos and Musical Auditions
February 9: High School All-County Festival 
March 16-18: Spring Musical 
May 17: High School Spring Concert 7:00 pm

May 4-6: NYSSMA Solo Festival 
May 29: Memorial Day Parade, Main Street 
June 23: Graduation 
If you have any questions, please contact me at:
ekukuvka@lpcsd.org 
BAND AGREEMENT

Please sign and return to Ms. Kukuvka no later than Friday, September 23.

Name of Student: ___________________________________________Grade: _____

I have read the attached handbook and understand the course requirements and opportunities for Band members.

Signature of Student: ___________________________________________________

Name of Parent or Guardian: ______________________________________________

I have read the attached handbook and understand the course requirements and opportunities for Band members.

Signature of Parent or Guardian: 

____________________________________________________________

